
RESEARCHED 
ARGUMENT RUBRIC 

45 Ideas 

 Deals with a timely issue, adding a fresh perspective to the topic by 
synthesizing your own ideas with source information. 

 Makes a strong claim, supported by minor claims, and provides 
substantial evidence that advances the argument logically. 

 Makes rhetorical appeals to ethos, logos, and pathos, and offers 
concessions and counterarguments where necessary to effectively 
convince reader of your position. 

30 Organization 

 Title attracts reader and gives an idea of the subject and thesis. 

 Introduction engages readers, establishes context (see pp.89–94), and 
provides strong thesis statement (claim, rationale, qualification) that 
outlines paper by listing key aspects in the order you will discuss them. 

 Order of minor claims, paragraphs, examples, etc, follows logically, 
keeping similar ideas together and building off previous ones, using 
transitions to guide your reader from one to the next. 

 Paragraphs are unified, focusing on a single idea that supports the thesis 
and expanding that idea with evidence (quotes, anecdotes, analogies, 
etc) and analysis of what the evidence means (the “so what?”).  

 Conclusion pulls essay together, describing “So what?” and placing the 
argument in a larger context.   

30 Voice 

 Demonstrates strength and confidence by navigating reader through the 
argument (introducing evidence and explaining its purpose, etc). 



 Respects sources by handling their words responsibly, describing 
viewpoints courteously, and disagreeing (if necessary) tactfully. 

 Introduces every quote by stating the source and giving a quick 
description of the credentials of that source (article in reputable 
magazine/journal, professor in the subject, etc). 

20 Word Choice 
 Uses an academic level of vocabulary rather than colloquialisms (e.g. 

“seems unthinkable” vs. “there’s no way that’s true”). 

 Illustrates the depth of ideas and analysis with precise and succinct word 
choice (e.g. avoids vague words like “something”; replaces ten rambling 
words with three concise ones). 

20 Sentence Fluency 
 Each sentence builds and focuses the argument with known and new 

information. 

 Sentences are straight-forward and easy to read (e.g. no awkward 
constructions) and vary length and structure to create a natural rhythm. 

30 Conventions 
 Fills at least six pages to the bottom but no more than ten, double 

spaced using one-inch margins and size twelve Times New Roman font.  
Section titles, if used, are the same size but can be bolded to stand out. 

 Lists your name, instructor’s name, class, and date (each on own line) in 
top left corner of first page, followed by title centered below, and begins 
the paper right under the title. Includes last name and page number in 
top right corner of the header. (Unless using APA formatting.) 

 Cites every quote, paraphrase or summary with parenthetical note 
giving author’s last name and page or paragraph number, using at least 
ten different sources throughout the paper.  Lists the full citations on a 
separate works cited page, only including those referred to in the paper. 

 Uses punctuation effectively to clarify and emphasize meaning. 

175 Total Points  


