
Integrating Sources 
ORIGINAL STUDENT PARAGRAPH: 

 Noise is defined as “unwanted, uncontrollable, and unpredictable sound” (Bronzaft 

para. 5).  Characteristically, then, a sound can become a noise and an irritant if it falls under 

this definition.  Unfortunately, this means that noise is an entirely subjective thing.  What 

may seem harmless or even pleasant to one person can be completely repulsive and 

degrading to another.  Stress relating to noise is uncontrollable to the person being 

exposed.  Without control there is an air of uncertainty and tension because the victim is 

unable to determine when the sound will invade (Bronzaft para.5). 

 

REVISED STUDENT PARAGRAPH: 

 Noise is often difficult to identify because it is such a vague, subjective term.  A 

sound that one person considers pleasant may be noise to somebody else.  Experts, 

furthermore, acknowledge the subjectivity of this definition.  According to Arline Bronzaft, 

chair of the noise committee on New York City’s Council of the Environment, noise is 

defined as “unwanted, uncontrollable, and unpredictable sound.”  She notes that any sound 

can be considered noise if it falls under this definition.  Therefore, what may seem harmless 

or even pleasant to one person can be completely repulsive to another.  Furthermore, she 

explains that stress relating to noise results foremost when noise is uncontrollable by the 

person being exposed.  Without control there is an air of uncertainty and tension because 

the victim is unable to determine when the sound will invade (para. 5).  Consequently, the 

less power we have to stop or escape a sound, the more likely we will be to consider it 

noise.  For example, if a person turns on the radio, he or she will probably find the sound 

enjoyable.  However, if a roommate or neighbor turns on the radio, there is a greater 

chance that the person will consider the sound disturbing.  Likewise, an accidentally 

triggered car alarm is much more distressing to bystanders than to the owner of the car 

who has the power to stop the sound. 
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