
ARGUMENT ANALYSIS OUTLINE OF PRIME MINISTER GORDON BROWN’S 

“COPENHAGEN OR BUST,” NEWSWEEK 28 SEPT 2009 

Main claim: “The time is now for an international deal on climate change.”  

I. Claim of fact: “A strong agreement in Copenhagen is essential for global economic 

recovery.” 

a. Counterargument: “Some argue that . . . the costs are too high” 

i. Shows that he acknowledges the other side of the argument, proving that 

he is knowledgeable about objections 

ii. Allows him to address readers’ similar concerns, conveying that he 

understands those concerns and wants to alleviate them rather than ignore 

them, which strengthens his argument 

b. Reliable evidence:  “$33 trillion of investment by 2030,” “worth $7 trillion” by 

2015, “sustain tens of millions of jobs”—“according to estimates from the 

International Energy Agency 

i. The numbers help to prove his claim by showing specific projections of 

how a global climate deal could positively impact the economy with 

investment opportunities, business value, and employment 

ii. Referring to the IEA lends credibility to his argument, using their 

authority to boost the validity of the statistics 

II. Claim of fact: A “wave of innovation . . . will accompany” it. 

a. Recent evidence: “beginning to happen already in areas such as large-scale 

battery design, . . . sustainable building technologies, in new lightweight 

materials, in solar power, in carbon capture and storage, and in various lean 

manufacturing technologies” 

i. The evidence is a list of innovations that readers will be familiar with and 

recognize for themselves 

ii. Giving this evidence shows how his claim of fact is already true, helping 

readers to understand how it might be even more true in the future 

III. Claim of policy: Governments “need to act to create sufficient economic incentives 

and to ensure investor certainty and confidence” 

a. Relevant evidence: “The U.K. government has set out our proposals for an 

agreement that is ambitious, effective, and fair.” 

i. By showing that his government is already doing what he suggests, it 

helps to prove that he believes in the relevance of what he’s saying 

ii. He goes on to prove the value-laden words ambitious, effective, and fair 

by explaining what he means by each word, which would also help readers 

to see how relevant this evidence is 

b. Concession: “I have been gratified by the response of many countries, both in 

public and in private. But . . .” 



i. Acknowledges that some people are already acting, which shows that he 

isn’t suggesting that no one is doing anything; this acknowledgement 

helps to make him seem more fair. 

ii. Shows the reader that the author’s not alone in these opinions because 

“many countries” have already responded; suggesting that many agree 

with him helps prove that his claim is valid and should be acted on. 

iii. Following the concession with “but” shows that the concession is limited; 

this shows readers that what he’s acknowledged isn’t enough and conveys 

a sense of urgency   

 


