


Excerpts from Ira Shor‘s

―Education Is Political: Paolo 

Freire‘s Critical Pedagogy‖



 ―Classrooms die as intellectual centers 

when they become delivery systems for 

lifeless bodies of knowledge. Instead of 

transferring facts and skills from teacher 

to students, a Freirean class invites 

students to think critically about subject 

matter, doctrines, the learning process 

itself, and their society.‖ 



 ―Knowing, to Freire, means being an 

active subject who questions and 

transforms. To learn is to recreate the 

way we see ourselves, our education, 

and our society.‖ 



 ―Traditional education orients students to 
conform, to accept inequality and their 
places in the status quo, to follow 
authority. Freirean critical education 
invites students to question the system 
they live in and the knowledge being 
offered them, to discuss what kind of 
future they want, including their right to 
elect authority and to remake the school 
and society they find.‖ 



 ―Those people who do think holistically 

and critically about their conditions 

reflect the highest development of 

thought and action, ‗critical 

consciousness.‘ . . . A critically transitive 

thinker feels empowered to think and to 

act on the conditions around her or him, 

and relates those conditions to the larger 

contexts of power in society.‖ 



1. Power Awareness

2. Critical Literacy

3. Desocialization

4. Self-Organization/Self-Education



 ―Knowing that society and history can 

be made and remade by human action 

and by organized groups; knowing who 

exercises dominant power in society for 

what ends and how power is currently 

organized and used in society.‖ 



 ―Analytic habits of thinking, reading, writing, 

speaking, or discussing which go beneath 

surface impressions, traditional myths, mere 

opinions, and routine clichés; 

understanding the social contexts and 

consequences of any subject matter; 

discovering the deep meaning of any 

event, text, technique, process, object, 

statement, image, or situation; applying 

that meaning to your own context.‖ 



 ―Recognizing and challenging the myths, 

values, behaviors, and language learned in 

mass culture; critically examining the 

regressive values operating in society, 

which are internalized into consciousness—

such as racism, sexism, class bias, 

homophobia, a fascination with the rich 

and powerful, hero-worship, excess 

consumerism, runaway individualism, 

militarism, and national chauvinism.‖ 



 ―Taking the initiative to transform school 

and society away from authoritarian 

relations and the undemocratic, 

unequal distribution of power; taking 

part in and initiating social change 

projects; overcoming the induced anti-

intellectualism of mass education.‖ 



Excerpts from Henry Giroux‘s

―Lessons from Paolo Freire‖



 ―Critical pedagogy affords students the 

opportunity to read, write, and learn for 

themselves—to engage in a culture of 

questioning that demands far more 

competence than rote learning and the 

application of acquired skills. That means 

personal experience becomes a valuable 

resource, giving students the opportunity to 

relate their own narratives, social relations, 

and histories to what is being taught.‖



 ―Critical pedagogy is about offering a 

way of thinking beyond the seemingly 

natural or inevitable state of things, 

about challenging ‗common sense.‘ It is 

a mode of intervention.‖



 ―How students experience the world 

must become an object of analysis. As a 

result, not just history, but also the theory 

and language that give daily life 

meaning and action a political direction 

must be constantly subject to critical 

reflection.‖
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